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RESUMO 

Para delimitar o conceito de multidões, diferenciando-as das 
massas, parte do crescimento das populações urbanas, no século 
XVIII, devido ao grande contingente populacional expulso do 
campo, à não absorção pela indústria de toda essa mão-de­
obra disponível e à sua conseqüente marginalização, o que 
representou uma ameaça ao cidadão pacato, principalmente à 
noite. Como reação à falta de segurança, surge a iluminação 
que, em vez de revelar os agressores, oculta-os porque são 
obrigados a permanecer andando sob as luzes, nas vias 
públicas, criando a imagem das multidões. Finaliza analisando 
o conto de Poe, O Homem das Multidões.
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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this paper is to delimit the concept of crowds 
differentiating it from masses of people. During the XVIII century 
part of the growth of the urban population was due to the lar,ge ;-·

number of people who were driven away from the countryside. 
The industry was not able to absorb ali this Y,/Orking force. 
These people became marginalized rfpresenting a threat. As a 
reaction to the lack of security illuminations was introduced, 
but instead of revealing the aggressors it obscured them, since 
they were forced to wander unller the lights, in public places, 

' 

therefore creating the image of crowds. The end of the article 
analyses Poe 's short story - The Man of the Crowd. 
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